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When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when He divided mankind, he fixed the 

borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God.  But the Lord’s portion is His 
people, Jacob His allotted heritage.  (Deuteronomy 32:8-9) !

And He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, in 
the hope that they might feel their way toward Him and find Him.  Yet actually He is not far from 

each one of us… (Acts 17:26-27)   !
According to these verses, God divided mankind up into nations, God set periods of time for 
those nations to flourish, and God set boundaries for those nations to live within. Whenever 
you divide something up you create boundaries.  A newly built house may start as empty 
shell, one big space; but as soon as you divide it into rooms you create boundaries between 
those rooms.  This is the kitchen, this is the living room, etcetera.  These aren’t just physical 
boundaries of walls and doors though.  The rooms all have different characteristics and 
serve very different purposes.   You’re in the kitchen to cook, in the bathroom to wash, in 
the office to work, in the living room to relax.  Similarly, boundaries between nations aren’t 
just physical.  The nations have different characteristics:  different customs, food, dress, 
personality, ways of seeing things, handling relationships, handling time, solving problems, 
and of course different languages.  Just as the different rooms in a house serve different, 
important purposes that meet all the needs of our daily existence; so the different cultures 
and nations serve important purposes in expressing God’s glorious, creative diversity.   !
But beyond that, nations are made up of individual people.  And according to these texts, 
God set you within the boundaries of a particular nation and culture, even family, at a 
particular time; and He did this specifically to give you a framework, a context, a reference 
point to enable you to begin to seek after God.  Your national culture can’t give you a 
relationship with God.  Nor can your family.   But it gives you a a reference point to help 
you begin to feel your way towards God. In the positive things of your nation or family 
(such as concern for justice, truth or mercy) you may see glimpses of who God is; in the 
negative things (such as greed, selfish ambition, indifference) you may see glimpses of 
what God is not. Whether through gratitude for the blessing of living in a peaceful context, 
or whether through pain from living in a troubled context, you can sense your need for 
Him and begin to seek Him.  And of course He is never far away.   !
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Both verses use the word, “allotted”.  God determined allotted times and boundaries for 
the nations, and for your life.  To allot means to give someone a portion of something, 
according to a plan. God assigns you your lot in life, according to His plan.  !
Now, if we talk about our ‘lot in life’, that usually has a negative feel to it. “That’s just my 
lot in life.”  That hint of negativity comes very naturally to us, especially if we’re English.   
But it’s not in tune with the Bible. It’s too narrow of a view. It doesn’t take into account that 
God gives us our lot according to His good plan.  !
In Ecclesiastes 6, Solomon deals with how to expel that negativity and to be properly 
content with our lot in life. We know from previous chapters that Solomon is by no means 
an empty, superficial optimist.  He’s not whistling “Always look on the bright side of life” 
as he writes.  He doesn’t want us to brush aside reality and pretend everything’s fine.  
Quite the opposite.  He faces the difficulties and sorrow of life with complete honesty. But 
his eyes are firmly on the God who he knows to be real.  So he refuses to just grit his teeth 
and get by. His fullness of vision qualifies him to be a reliable guide for us, if we want to 
consistently handle our lot in life properly. !
Solomon begins the chapter (6:1-6) describing two men, both of whom appear to have a 
very pleasant lot in life.  Yet neither is content.  One has wealth, possessions and honour. 
He lacks nothing of all he desires.  He’s got everything he wants.  But he can’t enjoy it.   The 
other has the blessing of many children, in other words of family, and also a long life. Yet in 
his soul he’s unsatisfied. We’re told that even if his life could be extended to a thousand 
years; and then be given the opportunity to live all over again, another thousand years, 
with the same blessings, he still wouldn’t be content.   !
Solomon describes this lack of contentment, this dissatisfaction in life as a grievous evil, that 
weighs heavy on mankind.  Why such strong language?  Why not just describe it as 
unfortunate?  Because it shouldn’t be this way!  Man was made for much, much more.  Man 
was made to be satisfied.  If you’re not satisfied, it’s not just unfortunate; it’s tragic.  It 
shows that something is deeply, deeply wrong. !
We see this especially clearly in these two men, since they have what seems the best lot in 
life anyone could possibly hope for.  Wealth, possessions, honour, family, long life… Yet 
satisfaction eludes them.   !
What would make things different for these men?   What would bring them true 
contentment? Solomon doesn’t state it outright, because he wants us to think.  But he 
makes three statements that point the way very clearly.   !
- The first man lacks nothing of all that he desires, yet God does not give him power to enjoy 
them… (6:2)   We may think that if we had all we desire, if things were just how we wanted 
them to be, we’d be satisfied.  But clearly that’s not it.  The key to being content is not in 
having it all your way.  It’s God who gives the power to enjoy.  The key to satisfaction is 
nothing less than God Himself. Studdert Kennedy (a WW1 chaplain) expressed it well:  
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There is not enough in ten material worlds to satisfy a fully developed soul.  I must have communion 
with God.  To miss that, whether our lot is pleasant or painful, is utterly and totally tragic.  !
- The second man has no burial…  “So what?”, you may ask.  “He’s already dead, what does 
it matter to him?”  But a proper burial carries great significance. It symbolises that the 
person’s life had value and purpose; it was not in vain.  The burial honours the truth that 
there was specific purpose to their lot in life.   Whether their lot was enviable or unenviable, 
or in most cases a mixture of the two, there was specific purpose in it.  Yet this man can’t 
see beyond himself, to the purpose in his lot in life.  !
- Even though he should live a thousand years twice over, yet enjoy [literally, ‘see’] no good… (6:6) 
His life is filled with good things, he’s surrounded by them, yet he can’t truly see good. 
There is a vision, a seeing of good that can only come out of communion with God.  !
Things would be so different for these men if the eyes of their heart were open to truly see 
good; if they recognised that their specific lot in life has purpose, and if everything 
revolved around their communion with God.  Then they would be satisfied.   !
All the toil of man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not satisfied [literally, ‘filled’] (6:7).  
Solomon points out that we work hard to find contentment,  and it can be very elusive.  
He’s already shown us that having a great lot in life, having things just how you want 
them, isn’t in itself the answer.  Now he moves on from the example of the two men with 
such enviable lots in life, to people in more ordinary circumstances.   !
For what advantage does the wise man have over the fool? And what does the poor man have who 
knows how to conduct himself before the living? (6:8) So you have a wise man, who knows how 
to navigate life better than the fools that surround him.  And you have a poor man, who 
knows how to carry himself in society, to avoid trouble and maybe gain an advantage here 
or there. These men don’t have the enviable lot that the first examples did.  But they have 
helpful, advantageous character qualities.  Yet, Solomon asks, at the end of the day what 
good do these character qualities do for them, if they don’t have real contentment?   !
Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the appetite; this also is vapour and a chasing 
after wind (6:9).  In other words, it’s better to be content with what you have than 
discontented with what you don’t.  But looking a little deeper into what Solomon is saying 
here, we find him pointing out that whether your lot is enviable or unenviable, the search 
for contentment and satisfaction is the same, and most people don’t find it.  They might 
think they’ve found it, but they haven’t.  Instead, their appetite is forever wandering, trying 
this and that, thinking they’ve found it only to see it vanish; only then realising something 
is still missing, then often quickly suppressing the realisation.  Their eyes don’t come to rest 
on what will truly satisfy. They’re familiar with the wandering appetite, but not the sight of 
the eyes.   !
In the search for contentment, wishful thinking, escapism, or empty-headed optimism just 
aren’t enough.  Nor does it work to lower your expectations and settle for just getting by.  
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God made mankind for more than that; to be truly content.  And true contentment isn’t a 
passing shadow.  It’s supposed to be a permanent state, founded in God, not a temporary 
high.  We need the sight of the eyes, not just the wandering of the appetite.   !
How content are you?  Even if you feel generally content and satisfied, how content are you 
moment by moment, day by day?  May the Holy Spirit help us to see, really, how we view 
our lot.  !
Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what man is, and that he is not 
able to dispute with one stronger than he. (6:10) Solomon isn’t a fatalist.  He’s not saying 
everything that happens is pre-planned so you have no freedom to choose.  He’s made 
clear in previous chapters that in-between the events of birth and death, over which you 
have no control, you choose exactly what you do with your times. But here, what he’s 
emphasising is that in the ebb and flow of life, there are things that are established and no-
one can change. Things that are your lot.   !
You didn’t choose when, where or to whom you were born.  God chose that.  You had 
nothing to do with shaping the family or the culture you were born into.  You have no 
control whatsoever over many of the circumstances that you find yourself in even now.   
Those circumstances are, as it were, stronger than you and you might dispute with them, 
but some of them you cannot overcome.  That is your lot and there’s a limit to how much 
you can change it. But you can acknowledge that God’s hand is present in your lot - and 
begin to see good.  !
You can move towns, look for a different job, choose a spouse, choose how you use your 
times, eat healthily or unhealthily, act out of love or out of selfishness. But in your heart, the 
effect of all that on you is something you can’t change.  You will always reap where you 
sow and it’s not you that make the rules of the harvest. Yet you most definitely can choose 
how you handle your lot. And then that begins to change you - so you can reap a fruitful 
harvest! !
The more words, the move vanity, and what is the advantage to man? (6:11) We live amongst a 
torrent of words.  I’ve recently noted that the majority of debates on moral or political 
issues, found on social media, with very few exceptions, are little more than an opportunity 
for everyone to vent their preconceived ideas, with very few willing to consider or adopt a 
different position.  There is absolutely no advantage to those discussions, unless there is 
humility of heart in the participants. Words alone are useless and achieve nothing. The more 
words, the more vapour, and what is the advantage to man?  You can pile up words upon words, 
but that won’t change your lot or anyone else’s. It’s about more than words - it’s about 
deeds.  Your deeds are motivated by your heart. Your heart is changed by your decisions 
before God. Never underestimate the power of your moment by moment, heart decisions 
before God. !
So, your communion with God is absolutely central to bringing forth a fruitful harvest from 
the lot of your life.   
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Who knows what is good for man..? Who can tell man what will be after him..? (6:12)  Solomon 
poses this as a question. He wants us to think about this one.   !
The quick and easy answer is ‘God’.  God knows what is good for man.  God knows what 
comes after.   !
But what does that mean? I must learn to consistently take on God’s perspective on my lot, 
and carry myself accordingly.  I’ll have to die to myself to do that.  Then I’ll flourish and 
prosper in my soul.  Then I’ll move beyond just thinking about ‘my lot’, and start 
concerning myself with God’s lot.  I’ll bring forth something for God; I’ll live worthily as 
part of God’s allotted inheritance.   !
Joseph is one of the best examples of a man who did precisely that.  If you don’t know the 
story well, I suggest you read it in Genesis 37 to 50.  Joseph had an unenviable lot.  He 
suffered years of slavery, imprisonment, unjust treatment.  He wasn’t an empty-headed 
optimist or a hard-hearted ‘grin and bear it’ type man.  The tears that flowed when he 
finally revealed himself to his brothers show he was a man who had felt deeply the pain 
and grief of separation: both his own pain and his beloved father’s pain.  A man whose 
hope and faith was severely tested.   He had more reason than most to complain about his 
lot.  You would think he’d have been ready to vent his grievances when he had the 
opportunity.  Isn’t that what some of us do?  Yet there’s not a hint of that in Joseph. Quite 
the opposite.  He was a man prepared to flourish where he was placed, every single 
moment of his life.  He allowed himself to be shaped and formed as a son of his heavenly 
father - able to forgive, and to wisely seek the best for the very same brothers who’d 
wanted to murder him. They stole life from him, and he allowed himself to become the 
means to give life to them.    !
Joseph was a man who took his lot as being from the hand of God.  As the promises of God 
tested him, as the iron collar around his neck tested him, as the lies about him tested him, 
as his mistreatment tested him, as time tested him, as power and prosperity tested him, he 
allowed it to shape him to reflect the heart of his heavenly Father.  He must have questioned 
in his heart why these things were happening.  But clearly, in his heart, he paid the price to 
take on God’s perspective on his lot.  This is seen at the climax of the story. !
So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me please.”  They had pushed him away.  He 
draws them near.  And they came near.  And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold 
into Egypt.  And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for 
God sent me before you to preserve life.”  (Genesis 45:4-5)  As soon as he reveals himself to 
them, his first concern is that they not be distressed or angry with themselves!  What a 
character!  What love!   !
And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors.  So it was not you who sent me here but God.  (Genesis 45:7-8) !
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Joseph’s brothers sinned by selling him into slavery.  He knew that.  But he chose to take 
God’s perspective on his lot.  Thus he could see good.  He saw that through their sin, God 
sent him ahead of them for their own benefit!  What kind of love is this!  And there was a 
much greater purpose to his lot - many, many people were benefitted by it.  The cruel attack 
on Joseph’s life became God’s tool to cause many to flourish in life. Joseph correctly 
handled his lot.   And God gained a people - God’s own allotted heritage!  

_____________________ !
How do we handle our lot, day by day, moment by moment?  Are there traces of 
discontentment, that lead us to grumble in our hearts or shut off and just get by? Or are we 
living in the power of creative contentment? In other words, “God, right here, right now,  
this exact circumstance is my context for knowing you!” !
God wants to expand our vision.   Regardless of whether our lot is enviable or unenviable, 
we have, if we want it, the remarkable privilege of communion with God; and of seeing 
good, of recognising that there is purpose in our lot, purpose which goes well beyond what 
we can see.  !
Day by day, moment by moment may we embrace our lot in a manner worthy of the Lord, 
that indeed He might have His inheritance, His allotted portion: sons and daughters after 
His own heart.  !
Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as 

lights in the world.   (Philippians 2:14-15) !
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Romans 8:38-39) !

I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.  I know how to be brought low, and I know 
how to abound.  In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 

hunger, abundance and need.  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. (Philippians 
4:12-13) !

  !!
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